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The King was interested not only in the wonderful statutes, paint-
ings, and other examples of Roman art, but also in the great
human tragedy entailed in the sudden destruction of a rich and
prosperous town. He never tired of wandering through the streets
of Pompeii and looking at the squares, temples, theatres, and baths.
Deeply moved, he stood in front of the fossilized corpses which
even to-day testify to the horror of the catastrophe. It was feared
that he would overtax his physical strength, but he replied: 'Here
in this old world I am young and do not feel my years.'1

In March, 1867, Hiither reported that Richard Wagner had
suddenly arrived in Munich and was supposed to have given the
King his solemn word of honour not to refer to politics in any
way, and to devote himself solely and exclusively to art. Ludwig
II had announced this through his Cabinet Secretary, so that the
latter might inform his grandfather and in that way remove all
cause for anxiety.2 Later, the young King gave repeated and
detailed assurances through the same channel that he would not
permit Wagner to have the slightest influence in politics and
would keep him within the limits of his art. These statements
were the more reassuring to the old King as he heard soon3 after-
wards that Wagner had only gone to Munich for a short time in
order to hand over his opera The Meistersinger', which he had
composed in the stirring times of 1866. This was the opera which
the 'Bayrischer Kurier', referring both to libretto and music,
described as 'monstrous': 'Even in reading it one has the impression
that one is listening to an immense number of un-oiled wagons
driving over a log paved road/4

Ludwig I was now able to carry out the programme of his
travels with a calmer mind. Mariannina Waddington had
frequently written to him in Rome and had often used words which
really moved him: 'What a wonderful friend you are! I often think
about it and come to the conclusion that you are a rare, in fact,
an unique being. I cannot compare you with anyone/5

In letter No. 2900 Ludwig announced that he would arrive at
Ascagnano about the end of the month. On the 2$rd April, 1867,
the day before his departure, the King visited the Colosseum,
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